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THE CHICAGO SYLLABARY 

By D. D. Luckenbill 
University of Cliicago 

Although it does not make very exciting reading, a new Baby- 
lonian syllabary is always a welcome addition to our stock of cunei- 
form literature. This is especially true today when serious efforts 
are being put forth to place the Sumerian lexicon and grammar on a 
scientific basis. Delitzsch's recent work along these lines has been 
of the greatest importance, but as he himself so felicitously and 
modestly puts it, his Sumerisches Glossar is but a "bucketful dipped 
from an ocean.'' If I may be permitted to continue the figure, the 
syllabary recently acquired by Haskell Museum (with funds gener- 
ously contributed by Mr. T. W. Robinson) and here published, is but 
a drop in the bucket, but, nevertheless, worthy of serious attention. 
A hundred and some twenty signs, whose values total upward of 
three hundred, are defined. Some of the signs are new, many have 
values assigned to them which had not been known heretofore, and 
in a number of cases we are enabled to correct or emend readings 
found in other syllabaries. The Sumerian lexicon has been con- 
siderably enriched: let me call attention here to two words only — 
km (1. 70), the Sumerian for ammatUj "cubit," smd sila (1. 229) 
the equivalent of the Semitic huhadu, "lamb." I have made the 
notes as brief as possible and have not thought it necessary to indi- 
cate all of the "Briinnow" and "Meissner" parallels. 
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NOTES 

LI. 1, 2. Cf. S&233 and Del. SGI, 115. 

L. 3. In the ''Yale Syllabary'' 277 and 279 (cf. 317), gi-dirigH is also 
part of the sign name. The only addition to the signs which this term could 
describe is the oblique wedge (Br. 7313), the value of which is gi or ge (cf. 
SAI, 5334). The name seems, therefore, to mean ''X made full by the addi- 
tion of gV^ What sign is thus described in our syllabary I am unable to 
suggest. 

L. 4. On name of this and other signs, see Christian, ''Die Namen der 
assyrisch-babylonischen Keilschriftzeichen,'' MVGy 1913, pp. 61 f. 

LI. 10, 11. Gigsu evidently scribal error for riksu. Is the second Sume- 
rian value du or dur f Cf . Del. SGI, 150. 

L. 14. The Sumerian is probably dag (cf. Del. SGI, 132, II dag). 

LI. 19 f . Cf. Deimel Panth. Bah., No. 178. 

LI. 23 f . If the lum stands for the lu of the precative, as seems prob- 
able, it is possible that the Sumerian values were ga, ga{e), and gu. Cf . 1. 104, 
where ?ia = M-negative is given the value nu in the Sumerian. 

LI. 24 f. The combination ga-ni = lildu (Del. SGI, 75; cf. SAI, 4369). 
Is it possible that 30 f. are a series like Yale, 211 f., all to be pronounced in 
the Sumerian as ga or gau f See, also, 1. 69. 

LI. 34 f . Cf . CT, XI, 24. 3 f . 

L. 38. The tablet is badly cracked at this point so that it is not possible 
to determine with certainty whether sdbum translates the last gispugakku or 
the first edinu sign. The former is more probable. 

LI. 39 f. For a-edin cf. Deimel Panth. Bah., No. 856. 

LI. 45 f . Cf . CT, XII, 27, 93042, obv. 3 f . For edin-kikkin-huru-sign 
cf. also Barton, Babylonian Writing, No. 181. 

L. 54. Cf. Yale, 161. 

L. 62. For tidu, vessel, see Del. HWB, 707 a. 

L. 67. CT, loc. cit., 27, reads ra-pi-il, but in our syllabary ra-pi-ku 
seems certain. 

L. 69. CT, loc. cit., rev. 1, has SA-NI = sa-ia-a-ku, while our text has 
SA-A which is read, incorrectly, sa-ia-a-ku instead of sa-a-a-ku. Cf. note 
on 11. 24 f . 

LI. 72 f. The original of CT, loc. cit., rev. 4 f., would probably show the 
same readings as our text. 

L. 70. This gives us at last the Sumerian of ammatu, "cubit.'' 

L. 77. uk omitted in autographed text. 

L. 82. CT, loc. cit., rev. 14, has u-ku-um. 

L. 83. sagar-peS'pes = turbuHum (Del. SGI, 235). The reading dag is 
based on the Babylonian variant of utag = samil (Del. SGI, 45). For the sign 
cf. 1. 138. 

LI. 87 f. Cf. also CT, loc. cit., 81-7-27, 200, obv. 

LI. 106. CT, loc. cit., 20, reads lu-u in Semitic column, while CT, XI, 
24, 28, has ra-. 

L. 116. SAI, 4837, has GIS-MA = ti-it-tu. Cf. also Del. SGI, 75. 
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L. 118f. Same as Barton BW, No. 569? Cf. also second sign of 
ideogram, Br. 7756; Thureau-Dangin, ZA, XV, 38-40. 

L. 125. Cf. Panth. Bab,, No. 572. 

L. 127. Cf. SAI, 4036. 

L. 128. Cf. Br. 3677 f. ( ?), and SAI, 6116. 

L. 130. a4a4a seems more likely. 

LI. 131 f. Cf. Panth. Bab., Nos. 572, 574, 575. 

LI. 136-37. Cf. Panth. Bab., Nos. 1628 and 3150. 

L. 138. For sign rid cf. Barton, BW, No. 270. 

LI. 149 f. These signs show the old form of the es-gunijt sign. Cf. 
Thureau-Dangin, REC, No. 351; Myhrpan BE, IIP, variant of sign, 
No. 242, and Barton BW, No. 198. For possible Semitic readings cf. Br. 
4789 f. and 6712. 

LI. 154 f . Br. 4778 f . 

L. 157. Cf. Br, 4787. 

L. 160. Cf. Br. 4795; SAI, 8967. 

LI. 180 f . I am unable to do anything with these lines. 

LI. 212 f . Cf. SAI, 2629. Another form of the sign is found on frag- 
ment K. 7703 {CT, XI, 42). Here we have ga-an-hs and gub{kabyta. 
For 213 f., cf. CT, XII, 27, 81-7-27, 200, rev. 

L. 240. In the sign name, the ^SAL-sign is given as mu-nu-sa. This 
points to mu-nU'Zu ("not knowing man") as the reading of SAL instead of 
geme (Del. SOI, 101). 

L. 243. This gives the correct reading of K. 197. obv. 13a {CT, XII, 34). 
L. 14 is evidently to be restored ma-al-ga — ^^ {milku) eme-sal. It is then 
probably a loan-word from the Semitic. See us, umus, Del. SGI, 53. 

L. 245. Cf. S&263. 

LI. 254 f . Cf . CT, XII, 22. 

L. 259. This sign name seems to make it certain that the reading azag 
for "bright" is to be given up. It is extremely probable that the an sign 
is broken away in S^ 110 and that the Semitic, which is gone, read asakki. 
See AJSL (1912), 181. The writer believes that the Assyrian syllabary 
which Delitzsch quotes in his SGI, 125, V, ku, should have made it clear that 
the reading azag for ellu is to be abandoned. 

L. 272. Cf. SAI, 9105, and Del. SGI, 210. The Semitic in our passage 
is not huluppu. 

L. 281. Cf. Yale, 158 f., Thureau-Dangin, REC, No. 127. 

LI. 282 f. A crossed ^ani2-sign. Cf. CT, XII, 13, 19a, Thureau-Dangin, 
REC, No. 171. 

L. 288. Cf. Del. SGI, 273, illu. Does this give us the correct reading 
(a-la) of the A-GURti found in the Sumerian lamentations, and is it to be 
connected with alu 2, and allu 1, Muss-Arnolt, p. 39 ? 

L. 295. Cf. *Sf^/, 247. 

LI. 3,01 f. Cf. Pinches PSBA, XXIII, 204. 

LI. 304 f. Doubtful restorations; but the readings of lines 296-97 also 
make Delitzsch's reading of esig for dannu doubtful (SGI, 36). 

L. 306. Cf. SAI, 8688. 
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Obverse. Col. I — Continued 
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Obverse. Col. II 
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IL 



ikiL 



.J!^ 



]L 



££_ 



^ 



J. — i ~ ~: . 4J. 



^r 



*m^M^m 






<C 






I.''' 



^ 



m 






^ 



T^^ 



4^ 



T^< 



95 T'^^^ 



n 






j^f^Mm 



ir 



^ 



ir 



'p:^ 



M^ 



ir 



t^ 






yr 



y ^ 



:^;^ K 



^^ i^m- 



IL 



W 



1 






IL 



r^^<::/^^:i^^^ 



IL 



^^;//;;rf^/,;.'.;^ 



ir 



-< 



r'lpafff^j^ 



Trr 



^^ 






i^r^ 



T#^ 



r^Tf 



H^ 



Y^ < 






1^ -<4. V ''/' /" // '/ '*'r^ 



IL 






rr'^#- Tf 



w 



"/. 



Trt^ rr 



/-F ^?ff 



^ 






^ 



^^ 



^ 



IL 



rHl 



.2. 
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105 T>^ TP 



Obverse. Col. II — Continued 



rft. 



IL 



Tf ^^ 



W ^ 



'^ W I f 



!M- 



M. 



TTT If 



^=$^ 



'^H W=(n^ ^^ 



T^^ 



^^ 



IL 



hh- >^^ ^ 



ra-'^TF 



n 



IL 



no 



T f - t 



^I. 



'gWffffTf W 



in^^^x^i^y-im 



^r 



W^'a^ -( 



■^^-^^T < 



^r 



IL 



-E 



^ 1^ 



m^ 



^^^ A 



f ^r 



K 



T^J^ 



^^ 



IL 



Jt 



i 



1-^ 



K^H 



115 



T^-^ 



IL 



JI 



^^>^ g 



IX. 



n^ 



>^r^ < 



Mjf<_tP____t_ 



MIL 



'-pf 



IL 



'^r Tf .^^ 



T^^JM^ 



»P^/jf 



'Nl^'^i: < 



f( --fir /^l^r 



T^^^ 



'^'^ 



TT 



JL 



f^i^^ r^ 



120 



T^^ 



MT ^ 



M f 



ipt= 



T^^- 



^ 



IL 



"m ^ ^ 



Hirffil 



IL 



fF^HK 



^ 



Yr^'?^^ 



IL 



-fppr^^ ^*^ 



U^^< 



^ 



lii^ 



125 yw^4*W 



m 



y'f^-HFg^yH^^-^^lf 



T^r™^ 



I 



f»ft^-^^fm'*T'^ 



y^fm 



^ 



IL 



^ 



IjMM. 



^ 



ir 



^ 



IL 



^ 



w 



^^^ 



130 UL^^ 



"p^ 



1 



'?f'?jr 



^T 



rmt'^ 



Mn 



T^^^W 
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^ 



^ 



!_ 



2L 



IL 



X. 



!mrm^^r^^i( 



nrir^"^ 



^±M^^ 



^ 



^rf JFf ^ ^^ 



135 



IL 



rrfm^ 



^ 



TH^'-^^ 



TW^rr^ 






>F1 



IL 



Hf^pr^i<?gr "^ 



;?:l 



IL 



^^^^rgy 'Pr^ 



^^ 



IL 



-»fi>^^^fH:^ir^p- 



>d 



IL 



HflTH^—^ 



140 T1tr;.y^>r^ 



155 



'^^ 



•^f^f^^V 



'1^ 
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Reverse. Col. I 



T'^'^^# 



Jf^rf ^ 






imi 



T TT 



T^jc^^-^ 



LlMrfit 



165 T TT 



T p^T ^ 



T'^'--^^ 



T TT 



Tif^ 



170 T i^'^:^;: 



Y Iffl?- 



T -^-^ 



T mmr^- 



TMM_ 



175 Y ^m^r 



YWEM^ 



T W< 



»r?^ 



Il£_ 



:^ri< 



rP^^ 



::wisf< 



::sr^ 



ii^ffMr 



t^m^j 



^f[^^ 



t^^f 



^S^l" 



'^^ 









^tff 






y "f 



?^ 



'pT 




If 



M^rilL< 



TT 



TT 



ir 



Mf i-^w m ^ft 



^ fir 



IL 



rrr 



■^jf^^f^^i^^ 



T w^w^rr 



TT 



H^ 



^-<F 



T ^r^^^^-gf^fT 



IL 



r 



180 Y ^^^^^jy 



5=^ 



TT 



'T 



Y m^im^:< 



fr<f 



tr 



^^^^'^ 



T 



Y ^^"^^ 'i(i0v 



ir 



TT 



:^^gr -T- 



1 1 f f* 
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Reverse. Col. I — Continued 



Lm^!:± 



31 



S- 



j^u'gp<rt:t?;/:r.y^} 



T A^^. 






n_ 



',''■. 



^^^ ^^:^i< 



185 f f^ 



U ^L 



/'>^/ 



^ .IM >/:Vf;/v 



T g"^-^ 



<p^r 



ff^^^'^W 



v-,'^. 



^pf-j^^r^^/.-V-it^: 



T*jf^ 



^gf 



m. 



iL 



^ 



T^'^r 



^ 



^ M. 



^ 



Trr 



^ 



IL 



i 



>^^ 



190 Y ,^ ^< 



:el 



E. 



^ 



T^^ < 



31 



IL 



rr KH^ .^ 



T'^^ 



'^f'^ 



y^^r<^yggg ^^-^ :^ ^^ft ?/^ 



T >^:y^ 



Lli^ 



M: 



TT F rr 



"^ffr 17 



^ 



»^U'A''m 



^ m 



< 



195 r <pr^ ^^- 

■'l ill ,„l ^f /f'' , 



r Tf^rr-^ 



•^v>:^.^y ^ 



^^^ f^f ^. 



£ 






i^mt 'm ^ 



L^£L__iS. 



^ 



I 






X ^n^i 



^V^ 



"({ 



&; 



^5< M 



>-if< 



T HU^jzx 



IL 



r^ ^r 



^ 



200 



T ^ ;Hr 



Tl<^-i^g=f 



IL 



a^ jfcir 



4^ — 



Tf 



tr- W 



T'^ ^ 



1 m >^ 



IL 



-^ 



p^ 



ir 



^ "^ '^ 



IL 



^'-'^ 



205 



T ^m 



^^ <p^ ^t 



T ^^^^ 



q^*^^ 



^^-^ 'T 



•^^y^ ^ 



LiL 



^WJ^ 



-A^^'T 



IL 



lm. 



•5^11.^ 



^<^^mM'4 '^ ^^ 
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Ljl 



4-n 



4 



m 



JT 



<^H 



^<^gff(^.^r»M '^^"-<^^^^rg^'frf':^ 



T ^r T? 



•^^'y^ < 



^mr^if )^ 



J ^^^-h 



^ 



m 



r,;,', "/"■/■'■<■ 



^;,';.',:^^r ^!/' 



T ^ 



rr 



JL 



H^'M'^ mr 



215 y <r^ >F^r 



^f^ 



yp^s^r^g^f^tfi^'/S'i^ 



'^J^ 



n vr rr 



ET 



T nif 



m' 



'gpq^»-if'^ 



Tf '^r 



I_IL 



^L 



IL 



f=^ ^ 



^ 



T .^Tf 



JL 



TT 



T^^ 



.SL 



JI. 



JTL 



220 



n 



m^ 



JL 



f^^f^UfT '^'^ 



T fT'-'W'^^ 



.SL 



JL 



^^??ir '-•-f j^ 



T '?ff^gr^ 



^^^ 



ff^'m"f^$ 



'M-epTg^^T^grf^^ 



7 ;^^jg-4> 



^^r*-< 



rr TT n 



;^-:#-';;^f.^'^f 



r ^^ 



a^^^ 



W^'^TJfW 



^-^ ? >T^ 



225 Y_g^^^ 



■^E^fH^ 



TT Tf^ TT 



^ ^ ^ 



T ^f r- 



#^T'^ 



rr IT TT 



-ipfH^ a=r 



T 7f >^ 



,iM^^ 



TT rr rr 



IL 



m^T 



L^iL^r 



^T< 



nn^ TJ 



^^ 



^p?= 



rf^m-mv ^^ ^ ^ 






mTf^ 



rr rr n 



f^^T^:^ l?f^ 



rr^^^f rrj ^rr rrr 



-< 



T ^^4^'gr^ 



g^^'^ 



i^^iisiiMzte^i^L!^^ 



T j^ f-w 



T ^^^ 



^fJ^Offr^Wf 



ff^'^^'^TT ;g^ 



^m[HW 



ri- 



^ 



rr rr F <'^^ "^J^ P/ 
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235 



I 




^ 



■/J. 



-^ 



240 



l^-^-^ch 



jS^i^ 



jg^^^ 



#2=r*' 



.t^fi- 



f ^pw^Qi^ ^^li^gT^v:- -^T^^ 



TT TT rr 



TTi^Tf rr 



rryy^'^rr 



rr^if TT 



jT»-^*<^wrrTr 



>^ ^ 



^ ^r ^ 



'FT 



i-^r 



^^<>^#^^ -^ 



^ '^f 



TTf '^ 



^d> 



rr rr TT 



.^ P^T ^ 



T4f^-(^<i: 



,.^gEr-^>- 



rr rr rr 



?^ -^p^ 



-^ 



ygF^^ 



ig5=r^ 



rri^^rr 



^;^^>^^ >-^ 



7^f^^ 



j!5:r<r 



IT rr rr 



mwir^j "^ 



245 



T^f ^ 



i^f-f 



rr^gf^TT 



^.^JTf 



^ 



Y -^f^^ r^Y 



^^gpfpf 



rr' rr rr 



^j^ 



:2i 



I^HjEEJ^ 



rr TT Yf 



^7? 



-^ 



V^r^f-^ ^ 



imr- 



w<^^^jr 



i^ "F^ t^ 



f ^^^PTf/ 



^^< 



rr rr rr 



A VF ^=^^ 



250 



r^m_^ 



^^^< 



VT"!^^ TT 



^^ 



in:= 



T rr 



^^T^ 



rr^m rr 



JT 



T '^ 



.tfefy 



rrg^>^'^rr 



JTT 



T ^F^ 



.iggf^ 



IM^M M!^Il^EBLH_H_ 



^itM. 



f^^^'^TT 



?^r ^ -^FT 



255 



:'.fr- >-g 



jSEaff-Hg; 



?rF^rr^^Tfr 



rr -^ 



Y »pf^^ 



Sf^'^^ 



rr^m^i^wrr 



■sy Pf-^Fpf ^ 



|- t^A^nm 



^mA*m 



^ar^m^wif 



^rf^jw ^>- 



r ^ffT^r 



^^^'mi^ 



jfn^'mr'^ rr 



>^^?r»^ g^;=^ 



r rr^"f 



^tff^f 



r^^j^ff'^ rr 



wrr^w^ w 



260 



T '^rr^^ 



iP^'^ar 



ypfff^gq^mrr 



wr-^4t'- 
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rm'^n 



^rf>mi^ 



jr>^^^'^ TT 



,^ t-4 



< 



y'wnfm 



j^^^f^ 



w^rn'm-mv s^r.^ ^ 



^jrrJfm^r 



jr'ff7:mmifi Mt^j ^m 



r>^^ 



^ff^if'^" 



FTPfff^yg'^-W H^~ >^^ ^^-^f^ 



265 



i^mnr 



j^fffWi^rf 



m-^^^m TT 



^ u 



IM^^ 



^M£_ 



f^-ftk^mji 



m'^r 



4^ 



T'^rt^H^ 



^^itji 



jT^j^M n 



ff,-^^^^^ < 



UL 



^mm 



rrt^^t^'-trr 



IL 



^ 



X 



7 ^^r4^ 



j^^^m 



jf^^n n 



j^ 



^^ 



^' 



270 



r "fffh^Ti^ 



;ffm[fp^ 



TT TT 7T 



m-in 



^ 



I 



^r 



J mr 



UL 



W^-^^Tf 



fT-^^^ ^^ 



r^^w^ 



irmnff^^vT'. 



^.T-^S".. 



'/:\Tr 



IlL 



mi 



^^msL 



rr rr rr 



Hr^^.^;'^:?J^;^-^)^r 



T'-:^ >^ 



^^^ 



fT -yr^ TT 



«err ^r 



^r 



275 



'('P^^'^mff 



^^nmw^ 



nmwM'HimfT^^ >^ -^ 



T^^^P 



fflS tef 



f"f3FT-^:Sf<^fJ 



T ^^ 



IL 



i^ 



T ^ ^ 



^w_J^. 



Ij^LM- 



.BL 



IL 



W 



280 



r -^ rr 



rff r 1 



rr 



TT 



y ^ff^r^m 



^r 



^'^^i^m ^f^fj J v^^ 



Y<^^^ 



>3{r^tg»iji»3ffEffr^-Sf -(^^ %^^ ^ 



t-ppl '?^ 



rr rr rr 



-cp^r^r 



T^ ^r 



>.=< ?*»" ^ 



>^ 



285 



"(P^ ^^ 



^ 



TT 



rr 



l^^J^l- 



£a. 



jr 



^^TP^I^T^ ^ 
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m ^ ^^ 



mmfmsi^A-mm 



290 



y;gr.gy'W«=T ^— 



m^ ^f ±. 



295 



300 



305 



310 



t^ j'>yf>^ ^ 



>^ ^ 



m 



^ ►WH^ m ^^ 



rrf ^^tBi.'Pf ;^ 



jfer 



%^ 



p-« 



^ 



2L 



j^k'^^-'^^ ^ 



^ m 



< 



-ff^T^ 



< 



pEfcr.i?r¥# :^?^ 



^^t'^ 



4(r- 



rr 



4?- 



•^ 



wr 







